Jonathan Blum, Deputy Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services

Department of Health and Human Services 

Attention CMS-1444-NC

PO Box 8010

Baltimore, MD 21244-1850

Dear Mr. Blum,

I am a transplant staff member with the University of Tennessee (UT) / Methodist Transplant Institute. Our program recently submitted an OPO Waiver to designate Tennessee Donor Services as its primary OPO.  I am writing to urge your support of the Waiver in order for patients to continue to have the ability to access organs throughout the State of Tennessee.  This program has saved the lives of many children and adults through organ transplantation and without Waiver approval Methodist Transplant Institute patients are likely to die while waiting for their organs.  
Our transplant program serves a higher proportion of African American transplant patients than the national average. We also provide care to the rural, underserved populations of Mississippi, Arkansas, Kentucky, and Tennessee; who would otherwise have to drive long distances to reach another transplant program. In addition, at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital we have the only children’s liver transplant program in Tennessee, Arkansas, and Mississippi.  Patients desperately need the equal access we provide to life-saving organ transplants.  
Without your support, children and adults in West Tennessee are at risk of dying while waiting for the organ they need.  With the Waiver, the entire patient population of the Mid-South will have broader and more equal access to transplantation.  

To prevent needless death for children and adults waiting for life-saving organs, I urge you to support the UT / Methodist OPO Waiver application for Tennessee Donor Services to be their designated OPO.  

Additionally, I would like to add that ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 Sincerely,  
__________________________________ (signature)
__________________________________ (printed name)
